Topics to Discuss Prior to Marriage 
(Lauer & Lauer, 2012)
Instructions: Use these questions to guide you in sharing your thoughts and beliefs about each topic. As you run into opposing ideas between partners, take the time to understand how and why they have that belief. Then take the time to discuss compromises until both partners are satisfied with a plan for that category. Expand on these questions to strive to fully understand each other. 
Questions: 
	1. Will the wife take the husband's last name? 
Will you hyphenate? What last name will children receive? 



	2. How will innate household labor be divided? 
Some examples: meal planning, shopping, cooking, dishes, laundry, home repairs. Any daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly tasks, appointments, etc. 



	3. Children: How many? When? How will they be educated, corrected, nurtured? Will religion be taught, which one? 



	4. Contraception: What kind? For whom? For how long? When will it be reassessed? 



	5. Division of Childcare Responsibilities: Care, nurture, education?  
Who will inventory their needs? Who will plan, schedule, prepare for, remember appointments, education, sports, camps, etc.? 



	6. Housing: Where? What type? What price range? How close to extended family? Rent or buy? 



	7. Careers: Will anyone’s education or career take priority? Why? 



	8. Income: Will there be a primary earner? Will both work? For how long? 
How will financial decisions be made? What are the financial priorities? Who will pay the bills? How does each person view and value money (spender vs saver)? How will savings be prioritized? 



	9. In-law Relationships: How frequently will you see family? Will you give gifts at holidays? How will time be spent? Sunday dinners, vacations, etc.? 



	10. Leisure Time: How much? Together or separate? What kind? Importance level? 



	11. Physical Intimacy: What expectations are there? How will this contact be assessed and changed over time? 



	12. Religion: Participation level? Sabbath observance? Tithing? Volunteer time given? 



	13. Add your own questions ___________________________________________



	14. ___________________________________________


	15. __________________________________________




